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(4)—Treatment
Although there is no tendency 10 spontaneous cure, the disease jields Prognosis
rapidly to treatment but is api to relapse if treatment is not persisted
with for a week or two after apparent cure and if the underclothes are
not disinfected by boiling.
After thorough washing with soap and water one of the following
should be applied: (\) \V bitfield's ointment; (ii) resorcinoi and sulphur,
4 per cent of each in zinc paste; this ma> be increased in strength, if
necessary, to secure mild exfoliation; ^iii,» sodium hvpochlorite, 1 per
cent solution, gently rubbed in twice daiK, is more cleanly and may
succeed.
6.-ERYTHRASMA
(1)—Aetiology
538.] The horny layer is invaded by \ficrosporon minuri&\imum* which,
like M. furfur, belongs to the order of the Hxphomvcetes. It is rather
rare but widely distributed in Europe and in the tropics. It is very
slightly contagious and chiefly attacks adult males.
(2)—Clinical Picture
A brownish well-defined patch with fine powdery scales grows \ery
slowly on the upper part of the inner aspect of the thighs and some-
times in the axillae and occasionally in other intertriginous areas. The
intensity at the edge is not greater than at the centre. There may be
occasional irritation after sweating, or symptoms may be absent.
(3)—Diagnosis and Differential Diagnosis
The absolute diagnosis is made by finding Microsporon minutissimum Microscopical
in the scales by the usual method; but the organism is so small that a
iV inch oil-immersion lens is needed for its proper recognition as a mesh-
work of extremely fine filaments and clusters of very small round spores.
Tinea cruris is distinguished by its more rapid development, inflamnia- Differential
tory reaction, clearing in the centre, and itching. Intertrigo is moist diasnosis
and red, and its edge is ill-defined.
(4)—Treatment
Erythrasma is easily cured by the same measures as tinea versicolor.
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l.-FAVUS
(Synonym.—Tinea favosa)
539.] This contagious disease, caused by fungi of the genus Achorion, Aetiology
although rare in England, is not infrequently met with in Scotland and

